
1.	 Wait until the end of this month to prune hedges and screens like Boxwood, Escallonia, 
Cherry Laurel , Photinia, Pittosporum and Eugenia. Pruning just before spring growth 
makes it easier to shape them. 

2.	 . If your hanging fuchsias have been in the same container for more than two or three 
years, pull them out, root prune, and replant with fresh soil. Prune the top of the plant back 
to the edge of the pot. For fuchsias in the ground prune the structure back to the desired 
size leaving two or three nodes from last years growth, remembering that they bloom on 
the new growth. Remove all weak, twiggy growth and remove any of last year's foliage. 
Use the our Master Nursery Formula 49 fertilizer when the first sign of new growth starts. 

3.	 If the weather warms towards the end of this month, cut back perennials like Salvia and 
Penstemon that are over-grown . If your perennials are already showing new growth, pinch 
out the tips to encourage bushy, full plants. 

4 .	 This month is your last chance to do dormant pruning on your deciduous trees and shrubs. 
Wait to prune the spring bloomers until after bloom. Ask one of our Nursery Professionals 
about specific plants . 

5.	 Remember, no matter how bad that frost damage looks on plants, wait until all danger of 
frost is past before prun-ing , usually in mid-March . That sad looking foliage is actually 
helping to protect the remaining foliage and crown . 

IV. PREVENTATIVE MEDICINE 

1.	 This is your last chance for a dormant season spray. All dormant sprays should be 
completed before the buds start to open. Spraying open flowers will burn them . 

2.	 Peach leaf curl on Peaches and Nectarines is very common. For a dormant spray use Lilly 
Miller Dormant Disease Control or Lilly Miller Micro-cop with Sta-stuk M to control this 
disease . 

3.	 Blister mite on pears is becoming more common. We recommend a dormant spray of Lilly 
Miller Superior type spray oil or Ultra Fine Oil to prevent them. 

4.	 Set out Codling moth traps at least two weeks before apples or pear trees bloom . 
Pheromones attract the male moths to the traps where they become stuck , thus 
preventing them from mating. Traps alone will control up to 75% of the moths . If you have 
high populations of moths, the traps serve to let you know when spraying with Monterey 
Hose'em Fruit & Vegetable Insect Spray will be most needed and effective . 

5.	 Use Concern (com gluten meal) or Preen pre-emergent to prevent weed growth in your 
flower and shrub beds. Re-member that these products will prevent any seed from 
germinating. Therefore, don't apply anywhere you want to plant seeds directly into the soil 
or in areas where you count on plants reseeding themselves. 

6.	 Keep alert for snail and slug damage and bait or hand pick as needed . Sluggo is our 
safest product for use around pets and children . Copper tape can be used around potted 
plants and raised beds to keep them from climbing into these en-closed spaces . 

7.	 Are birds eating all the tender new growth on your seedlings? Make a cover of Easy 
Gardener Plant and Seed Blanket to protect them until they get bigger. 

8.	 Check your yard for stand ing water and dump it out to eliminate breeding grounds for 
mosquitoes . Don 't forget to check the saucers under pots and your bird bath . Fresh water 
in the birdbath once a week will stop the breeding cycle . 

V. GARDEN MAINTANENCE 

1.	 Control petal blight on Camellias and Azaleas by removing any affected blooms and 
clean ing any fallen blooms. Apply a 2" layer of fresh mulch beneath Camellias to cut down 
on the survival of any spores. If blight is still apparent, spray with one of our fungicides. 

2.	 Clean up any garden debris this month to prevent the spread of any over -wintering insects 
or diseases. 

Happy Winter Gardening! 
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