
Watering Plants In Containers Container Plants need special attention. Because the 
container's size limits the amount of soil to absorb moisture, these plants have to be 
watered more often than plants growing in the ground. Watering should begin when the 
soil surface feels dry to the touch. Containers which have been allowed to completely 
dry out may need to be soaked in water to rewet the soil. A plant which uses a lot of 
water, such as Fuchsias, or one that is potbound, may have to be watered daily or 
several times a day. For most container grown plants though , a thorough watering once 
or twice a week will be sufficient. Plants in plastic or solid containers will have to be 
watered less often than plants in porous containers or clay pots. Be very careful not to 
keep the root system constantly soaking wet, which will result in disease. 

Watering Trees, Shrubs, and Landscape Plants Shrubs, trees, and landscaped 
plants should be watered just inside and outside the dripline , or the outer edge of the 
plant. In foundation or border plantings, it may be more convenient to water the entire 
area. A dished- or berm-enclosed area constructed around the base of a-tree or shrub 
may be filled with water. This allows for slow absorption of water into the root zone. 
However, on heavier soils, during the rainy season, or in the winter, these basin rims 
should be watched carefully or removed completely to avoid collection of too much 
water. Mulching newly established shrubs and trees helps prevent moisture loss. 
Moisture-demanding plants, such as rhododendrons, azaleas, and ferns, have to be 
irrigated more often during warm, sunny weather. 

Should you have any other questions or concerns regarding the watering of your 
garden , feel free to ask any member of our nursery staff for assistance. 
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