
Using Mulcb in Rock Gardens 
Mulch can be used for many purposes in a rock garden. It is best that the entire soil surface of 
your garden be covered in small crushed stone, between the ranges of 3/8 to 12inch. Stone 
mulching has many benefits, including helping to reduce the occurrence of weeds, keep the soil 
cool, slow down the evaporation of water, and decrease the heaving of plants in winter. 

Incorporating Plants into Rock Gardens 
Setting plants in a rock garden is a wonderful way to add life to your landscape. This process is 
fairly simple and will really make your garden pop. Our best recommendation is to select only 
the highest quality plants and include both organic compost and starter fertilizer. 

First, you will want to layout the plants in the areas you wish to install them. This gives you the 
opportunity to make minor adjustments along the way. Smaller plants are less likely to suffer 
transplant shock, and will not overwhelm your rock garden's design. Once you are satisfied with 
the layout, dig holes and position the plants. Utilze a 50/50 native soil and organic compost 
blend . If necessary, spread the roots out and pack more organic compost around the plant. It is a 
good idea to plant in the nooks and crannies ofthe boulders for a more natural look. Larger 
plants can be divided to fit in these tight areas. 

Once your rock garden is planted, you can start to enjoy the luxury of an almost carefree 
landscape. Although the plants need to be watered occasionally, avoid over watering. Many rock 
garden plants prefer a relatively dry climate. Feel free to see one of our nursery experts for 
advice on plant selection, feeding and water requirements. 

Diff erent types of Plants 
Below is a list of plants that work very well in rock gardens. Keep in mind that these are 
suggestions, and that adjusting your garden to your tastes and lifestyles are what will make your 
landscape unique. The following is a list of excellent plants to use in a rock garden. 

•	 Blue Fescue: This is an ornamental Grass that adds texture to a rock garden 

•	 Hens & Chicks: This succulent is about the most popular for rock gardens. I tolerates 
heat and dry spells very well. 

•	 Lambs Ear: This plant has a fuzzy texture. It adds a unique plant feature to rock gardens 
and grows fast under ideal sunny conditions. 

•	 Catmint (Nepeta): This unique plant will add blue color to any garden. It prefers full sun 
and works well for hot and dry conditions. 

•	 Ornamental Sweet Potatoe: These plants add a variety of colors to rock gardens. Colors 
include lime green, deep purple, red, pink and variegated green. 

•	 Russian Sage (Perovskia) : These plants are a great way to add height to your rock 
garden. 

•	 Artemisia: These plants ar a rock garden classic consisting of green or grayish foliage. 
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